


















Power to the Islands

When the Maldivian Democratic Party was founded, 
we made a simple promise: the people of every island 
should have a real say in how their communities grow. 
Decentralisation was never an administrative reform for 
us. It is a conviction that prosperity cannot be planned 
from Malé alone, and that the people who live on an 
island understand its potential better than anyone.

We wrote that conviction into law with the 
Decentralisation Act of 2010. But passing a law was 
only the beginning. For councils to lead, they need more 
than authority. They need the skills to design projects, 
the confidence to engage investors, and a route to the 
capital that turns plans into jobs.

This forum brings those three things together. For the 
first time, MDP-majority councils are presenting their 
own investment proposals directly to investors. These 
range from mariculture and fisheries to agriculture and 
local enterprise. Every proposal in this booklet was 
shaped by the council that will carry it forward, and each 
one reflects what its community needs and what its 
island can offer.

To our investors, I ask you to see these islands the 
way we do: as places of real opportunity, backed by 
councils committed to making partnerships work. To 
our councils, this is your moment to show what local 
leadership can achieve.

The MDP will stand behind you, today and in the work 
that follows.

Mohamed Nasheed
Chairperson, Maldivian Democratic Party
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From Proposal to 
Partnership

Every proposal in this booklet began in a council office, 
as an idea drawn from local knowledge of an island’s 
resources and character. Over recent months, the 
MDP Inter-Local Council Project Office has worked 
alongside each council to test those ideas against what 
is available on the ground, the market and the financing 
required. The result is a set of concepts that are both 
locally owned and investable.

This forum is where the conversation with investors 
begins, but our work continues well past it. The Project 
Office will stay with each council as projects move 
through feasibility and financing, and it will match 
them with the right partners, whether private investors, 
development finance institutions or public funds. Our 
measure of success is simple: projects built, jobs 
created, and value that stays on the island.

Ibrahim Ameer
Director General, MDP Project Office
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